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I. Name of Program Music K – 12 

 

II.  Provide list of Reviewers  
Dr. Eric Branscome (Coordinator of Music Education),  

Dr. Douglas Rose (Music Department Chair),  

Mr. John Schnettler (Director Athletic Bands) 

Dr. Korre Foster (Director of Choral Activities),  

Kortney Ross (recent graduate, Music Teacher, East Cheatham Elementary School) 

Denise Rives (Music Teacher, Barksdale Elementary School) 

Danny Magrans, Consulting Teacher for Related Arts, Clarksville-Montgomery County 

School System   

 

III.  Program Description: 

The Department of Music offers a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) or Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) 

with a K-12 music teaching license with vocal, keyboard, and instrumental 

specializations. Specific requirements for each specialization are available on the music 

department website (http://www.apsu.edu/music/advising-majors).  

 

The Department offers Master of Music (M.M.) with a concentration in music education. 

Students may pursue a M.M. degree with a concentration in music education, and may 

also pursue initial licensure by completing six additional courses in education. Specific 

requirements for the M.M. concentration in music education (and music education with 

initial licensure) programs are available.  

 

IV. Changes in Program 

 No major changes were made to the program in the 2012 – 2013 year. We did 

implement the changes that were adopted in the 2011-2012 year and began 

transitioning students into the new program and curriculum. These changes included 

new courses to meet Praxis and NASM standards, and new course rotations to 

accommodate for the new Residency 1 schedule. 

 A small change was made to the MUS 3255 Elementary Music Methods class. In 

prior years, there was no lab experience component to this course. In the 2010 – 2011 

year, students in this class taught lessons to the 4-year old class at the APSU Child 

Learning Center. While this was a useful teaching tool, there were issues with trying 

to apply elementary content to a pre-school learning environment, as evidenced in 

lesson observations, and in comments from student evaluations. In the 2012-2013 

year, elementary homeschool students were invited to the campus for weekly music 

lessons, taught by students in the MUS 3255 course. This was much more effective in 

providing laboratory teaching experiences to pre-service music teachers.   

 Another change in the program was the implementation of edTPA for music clinical 

teachers. As stated earlier, music edTPA will be evaluated when scores are made 

available. 

http://www.apsu.edu/music/advising-majors


 

 

 

V. Program Strengths 

 100% of the music education completers from 2011 – 2012 passed all praxis 

exams.  

 Music education majors score consistently high marks (satisfactory to 

outstanding) in their evaluations (APSU Teacher Education Standards)  

 APSU Music Department offers a wide array of professional development 

workshops for local teachers in which many of the music education students have 

participated  

 APSU offers a lot of outreach opportunities for music education majors to work 

with students from local schools in a variety of capacities. These programs 

provide hands-on teaching experiences for music education majors and should 

enhance career readiness. These programs include.  
o APSU Honor Band 

o Midsouth Marching Band Invitational  

o String Festival 

o North Tennessee Concert Festival 

o Choir Fest 

o Children’s Arts InterAction Program 

o APSU Preschool Music Instruction 

o APSU Community School of the Arts  

o Children’s Concert Series 

o Camp Granada (Summer Music Day Camp) 

o Watauga Arts Academy  

o Homeschool Music Program 
o Adopt-a-Band (sponsored by the department’s NAfME chapter) 
o Instrument Petting Zoo (sponsored by the department’s PMA, SAI, and NAfME 

chapters) 

 From local music teacher: “The hands-on experience your students have actually 

teaching children is vital.  Because these students have already been in front of a 

group of children, they are able to transition into our classrooms quickly and 

easily.  All of the Music Ed students I have observed are comfortable and 

confident immediately.  That experience was something I did not have as an 

undergraduate.  We observed – but did not have an opportunity to actually 

teach.”   

 

VI. Program Weaknesses 

 

 There are still a small number of students transitioning from the older curriculum. As 

would be expected, these students are experiencing some difficulty passing the new 

Praxis.  



 Some of the music faculty/advisors are unclear as to newer expectations and 

requirements, providing inaccurate information and enrolling students in the wrong 

classes.  

 Many of the music students state that there is no required or elective course covering jazz 

music, which is emphasized on the newer version of the Praxis  

 While NCATE standards are addressed in music education classes, these standards are 

not represented on students’ livetext accounts, and therefore do not appear on the College 

of Education NCATE reports. The music education faculty are working to alleviate this 

concern. 

 There are some lingering issues with the Residency 1 program, and its impact on the 

music education program. As of this writing, a resolution has been proposed and 

tentatively agreed upon by the music department and the College of Education.  

 

VII.   Assessment of Candidates 

 

 In the 2011-2012 year, there were no student teachers in the fall semester and six student 

teachers in the spring. This resulted in limited data for evaluating candidates, with 

particular regard to the student teaching semester.   

 Praxis 2 Concerns: Students who do not pass the Praxis 2 exams, typically express 

similar concerns, and justifications for a failing score: 

o Students in an older curriculum, taking a test with newer standards and format 

 Vocalists in the older curriculum did not take any instrumental courses, 

and they are expected to know this information. 

 All students in the older curriculum were not required to take World 

Music when they are expected to know this information on the Praxis. 

 The new version of the Praxis contains a writing component, and students 

in the older curriculum have not been prepared for this.  

o Theory/History Scores: All other failing scores have been a result of theory and 

history domains. For most students, it has been at least 2 years since they took a 

theory class, and they did not review this content sufficiently to prepare for the 

exam.  

 Input from students who did not pass Praxis 2 on the first attempt.  

o One student attributed failing praxis 1
st
 time to theory 

o Two students did not pass because the exam proctor took their test booklets early 

(they should have had 10 more minutes to complete their tests). These students 

were allowed to retake the test without penalty.   

 One of those students did not pass the 2
nd

 time. This student attributed 

failing scores to test anxiety (with particular regard to lower scores in 

theory/history)   

 

 Of the Praxis scores for completers: Average score in Music Concepts and Processes was 

177, and the average score in Music Content Knowledge was 171. The average score on 



Music Content and Instruction (the new version of the Praxis) was 169. The 

implementation of a new version of the Praxis prevents a real test-to-test comparison. 

However, the overall average score improved from 160 in 2011-2012 to 172 in 2012-

2013.  

 

 The first group of music students participated in edTPA in the Spring semester. As of this 

writing, results have not been returned so I am unable to report on music students’ 

outcome.  

 

IX. Assessment of Program Operations 

 Enrollment in music education courses is steadily increasing, indicating a growth in the 

program, and retention of upper-level students. 

 

 From the College of Education exit interviews, one student commented: “Incorporate 

more opportunities to teach students.” This has already been implemented (this student 

completed the course rotation prior to implementation of new procedures) 

 

 A recent graduate of the program emphasized the positive relationship growing between 

the music department and the College of Education with particular regard to the 

placement of music students for field experience and clinical teaching. This graduate 

stated that during their time at APSU, they were only ever placed in a secondary setting 

and did not work with elementary students until student teaching.  

 

Job Placement Rates 

 John Glenn-Hoekstra – teaching private lessons while seeking full-time employment 

 Heather Glenn-Hoekstra– teaching private lessons while seeking full-time employment 

 William Hoekstra: Won an assistantship to pursue MM in trombone performance   

 Daniel Mason – teaching private lessons while seeking full-time employment 

 Michael P. Johnson: Pursuing a master’s degree  

 Kortney Ross: Hired as the elementary music teacher at East Cheatham Elementary 

School 

 Cody Robinson: Accepted to the University of Limerick (Ireland) to pursue MM in 

Ethnomusicology   

 Amanda Peck (current MME student): hired as the band director at Northwest Middle 

School  

 

 



X. Summary of Proposed Changes 

 Praxis review sessions will be modified to more thoroughly address theory, history, and 

the writing component 

 Changes are being implemented into the music courses to imbed livetext Key 

Assessments so that NCATE standards are addressed for music students.  

 edTPA tasks are being imbedded into the music education courses. 

 As the NAfME National Standards for Music Education are gradually replaced by the 

Core Arts Standards, we will need to change courses to reflect updates in Standards for 

music education.   

 

XI. Assessment System 

 edTPA scores from Spring, 2013 have yet to be reviewed 

 Praxis results by domain to reveal which area(s) students are least prepared  

 Livetext Standards reviews of all music education majors in Residency 1 program  

 

 
 
 


