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Enrollment at Austin Peay State University over the last five years indicates that the vast majority of students are 
coming from Montgomery and surrounding counties. An on-going study conducted by Decision Support and 

Institutional Research (DSIR) compared the number of high school diplomas by county during a five-year period to the 
number of first-time freshmen enrolled at APSU by county during the same five-year period. The yield number indi-
cates how many recent high school graduates have enrolled at APSU.

As displayed in the map below, the counties in darker red indicate a higher number of high school diplomas over the 
five-year period. The circles indicate APSU’s yield within that county. The larger the circle, the larger the yield, or the 
more high school graduates enrolled at APSU.

According to the report, APSU enrolled approximately 28% of Montgomery County high school graduates during 
the five-year period from 2015 to 2019. Stewart and Cheatham showed the next highest yield rates at 21% and 14% 
respectively. APSU yielded 11% of Robertson County diploma recipients while it also showed yields of 9.5% in Dickson 
County and approximately 6% in Houston County. The yield for the rest of Tennessee counties is 5% or less.

In counties with the highest populations, APSU had a yield of 2.8% in Davidson (Nashville), 1.4% in Shelby (Memphis), 
1.1% in Hamilton (Chattanooga), and only a quarter of a percent in Knox (Knoxville). Some counties within a 50-mile 
radius of APSU also showed single-digit yields. Humphreys County indicated a yield of 4.3% while Henry was approxi-
mately 3% and Hickman was approximately 4%.  Maury County experienced a yield of 1.6% while Williamson County’s 
yield was 1%.

DSIR captured diploma data from each public school district through the Tennessee Department of Education’s web-
site. School districts were then consolidated into physical counties where averages for years 2015 through 2019 were 
generated. DSIR then created a dataset of in-state first-time freshmen by county for the same years. The five-year 
average of first-time APSU freshmen divided by the five-year average of diplomas gener-
ated the yield for each county.

When observing the most recent three-year average yields, most of the counties 
showed no significant differences with a few exceptions. Three-year average yields were 
higher for Cheatham, Hickman, and Shelby counties, indicating an overall increase in 
overall yield during the later years. However, Davidson and Hamilton show lower yield 
rates, indicating an overall decline in yield in the later years. 

Most Enrollment Comes From Nearby Montgomery County
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Yield rates can be useful in enrollment management because they can help determine where institutions should stra-
tegically place scarce resources in order to maximize yield in specific target counties.

Population Growth Expected to Increase in Middle and East Tennessee

According to the Boyd Center for Business and Economic Research through the Haslam College of Business at the 
University of Tennessee, state growth is expected to approx-

imately increase by almost 250,000 from 2020 to 2025. By 2040, 
the population of Tennessee is expected to increase to 7.84 million. 
This figure is attributable to several concurrent trends in births, 
deaths, and net migration, as well as more robust methodology 
from the Center which allows projections to be more precise.

Based upon projection models using the baseline of 2016 data, 
the Center’s report projects that the majority of Tennessee’s 2025 
growth will occur in the middle and eastern sections of the state. 
Specifically, Montgomery County where APSU resides, is projected 
to have the third largest growth rate at 9.84%. Williamson County 
(Franklin) is expected to experience the largest growth at 11.35% 
followed by a 11.18% for Rutherford (Murfreesboro) County.

In fact, five of the ten highest projected growth counties for 2025 
(Williamson, Rutherford, Wilson, Sumner, and Robertson) are 
within 50 miles of Montgomery County and the APSU campus. 
Conversely, the counties of Benton, Henry, Houston, Humphreys, 
and Stewart are expected to experience small to negative growth 
leading up to 2025.

Among the high-population areas, all four counties containing the largest cities within Tennessee are projected to have 
positive growth.  Davidson County (Nashville) shows an increase in population of 4.86%, Shelby (Memphis) indicates 
1.91% increase, Hamilton (Chattanooga) shows a 3.69% increase, and Knox (Knoxville) indicates a 4.05% increase.

Tracking projected growth patterns in the state is important in the area of enrollment management because more 
accurate enrollment forecasts can be made. Specifically, counties currently producing high numbers of high school 
graduates will more than likely continue to do so if that county is expected to grow significantly over the next six 
years. Similarly, counties that are expected to have declining populations over the next six years, will likely experience 
a decrease in the number of high school graduates. 

Ninth Grade Enrollment is a Key to Future Enrollment at APSU

Observing how the number of ninth grade stu-
dents four years ago impacted current high 

school graduate numbers is an important strategy 
in determining future high school graduates. DSIR 
captured the number of ninth graders in 2015 by 
county and compared them to current high school 
graduates. Most of the seven projected high-growth 
counties mentioned above yielded between 82% to 
96%. Davidson achieved a lower yield of 58%.While 
not in the chart to the right, some yields were higher 
than 100%, indicating there were more seniors 
graduating than there were ninth graders four years 
ago. Given the number of ninth graders in 2019, it is 
possible to generate reasonable forecasts as to what 
counties will produce the greatest number of high school graduates as well as an approximation as to how many grad-
uates each county will produce. For example, there were 2,657 9th graders from Montgomery County in 2019 with a 
yield of 90%, indicating that 2,319 will earn diplomas in 2023.

Relationship of 9th Graders to High School Graduates
For Select Tennessee Counties

County
9th Graders 

2015
2019 High School 

Graduates
% 9th Graders 
to Graduates

9th Graders 
2019

Davidson 6,908 4,025 58% 5,401

Montgomery 2,449 2,197 90% 2,657
Sevier 1,167 850 82% 1,121
Rutherford 4,095 3,432 84% 4,133
Sumner 2,304 1,948 85% 2,139
Williamson 3,232 3,099 96% 3,457
Wilson 1,690 1,597 94% 1,686

County
Projected 

2020
Projected 

2025
Growth 

Rate
Williamson 241,035 268,390 11.35%
Rutherford 338,405 376,248 11.18%
Montgomery 212,678 233,603 9.84%
Wilson 143,007 155,219 8.54%
Sumner 191,743 205,787 7.32%
Sevier 102,302 108,834 6.38%
Bedford 50,143 53,326 6.35%
Fayette 41,852 44,385 6.05%
McNairy 94,683 100,201 5.83%
Robertson 72,550 76,459 5.39%
Loudon 54,039 56,835 5.17%
Sequatchie 15,629 16,437 5.17%
Trousdale 8,655 9,098 5.12%
Davidson 715,491 750,296 4.86%


