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I. Assessment of Candidates 

During the 2008-2009 school year eight (8) students completed the School 

Counseling masters degree program, passed the PRAXIS II, and qualified for 

licensure as a school counselor PreK-12 in Tennessee. In order to graduate these 

students were required to write a Research paper and do an oral defense of their paper 

before a committee of three professors. The mean score for the PRAXIS was 660 

while the minimum score required is 580. Four of these students are currently 

employed as School Counselors, one is the Director of a Day Care Center, one is 

pursuing an advanced degree, and one has moved to California. 

 

There are currently 25 students enrolled in the School Counseling masters degree 

program and three enrolled in the Educational Specialist program in School 

Counseling. Six students are interning in schools during the Fall 2009 semester. 

Eleven students are at Milestone 2, having completed the admission process and 

submitted their Program of Study, which is required during their first semester in the 

School Counseling Program. 

 

II. Assessment of Program Operations 

The program continues to have selective admission for candidates. Our students have 

all exceeded the required formula score of 2000 (GPA X 400 + GRE Verbal + GRE 

Quantitative score = 2000 or above). We continue to seek diversity in our student 

population and currently have students who are African American, Asian, Pacific 

Islander, Hispanic, and Caucasian. We employed a new faculty member this fall, Dr. 

Shunda Brown, as an Assistant Professor in Psychology. She will be mentored by the 

School Counseling Program Coordinator this year and will assume that position 

within the next two years. She currently teaches courses in the School Counseling 

Program of Study. 

 

The Research Paper is no longer a requirement for the masters degree in School 

Counseling. Instead, we will administer a nationally used examination designed 

especially for the counseling profession and covers the eight (8) areas of Standards of 

CACREP and the Tennessee Department of Education Comprehensive School 

Counseling Standards. The PRAXIS II is still required of all students before they 

receive their degree. 

 



 

III. Assessment System 

Evaluation forms were sent to all 20003-2008 graduates of the Austin Peay State 

University School Counseling program for whom we have addresses. Respondents 

marked each area on a five-point Likert Scale. The Survey form began with the 

statement “The School Counseling Program at Austin Peay State University prepared 

me to develop the knowledge, skills, and dispositions to:” and the questions following 

that ask that they evaluate their content knowledge of the CACREP eight core areas: 

Professional Identity and Orientation; Social and Cultural Diversity; Human Growth 

and Development; Career Development; Helping Relationships; Group Work; 

Assessment and Evaluation; and Research and Program Evaluation. All of the areas 

were rated between 4 and 5 with the exception of the last two, Assessment and 

Evaluation, 3.81 and Research and Program Evaluation, 3.76. In evaluating these two 

areas it was found that the Assessment course had been taught by an adjunct for the 

last three years and the Research and Program Evaluation had been more general than 

specific to the School Counseling area. Plans are currently being discussed 

concerning how to improve these two areas which were, nevertheless, rated between 

“Agree” and “Moderately Agree”. 

The surveys sent to principals of schools where our graduates are employed covered 

the following areas: Basic Work Requirements (such as Arrives on time consistently, 

Uses time effectively, and is responsive to norms about clothing, language, etc., on 

site); Ethical Awareness and Conduct (knowledge of ethical guidelines); Knowledge 

and Learning (knowledge of client population, knowledge of treatment approaches, 

knowledge of treatment setting); Learning (receptive to learning when new 

information is offered, ability to apply new information in clinical setting); Response 

to Supervision (actively seeks supervision when necessary, receptive to feedback and 

suggestions from supervisor, successfully implements suggestions from supervisor); 

Interactions with Clients (Communicates effectively with students, is sensitive to 

cultural differences); Interactions with Coworkers (Initiates interactions with staff, 

communicates effectively with staff); Work Products (written or verbal reports are 

accurate and factually correct, reports are clinically or administratively useful). With 

the exception of three items, the mean for the other 43 areas was between 4.3 and 4.7. 

The three items rated as 3.5, 3.7, and 3.7 (agree) were “Knowledge level of client 

population at beginning of internship; Knowledge of treatment approaches at 

beginning of internship; and Knowledge of treatment setting at beginning of 

internship. The Program Coordinator for School Counseling has analyzed each of 

these items and has added more emphasis to becoming familiar with the community 

and student body demographics before beginning each internship level. The 

“treatment” approach may have been misinterpreted by the respondents since this is a 



term used by psychologists and counselors referring to the method of, in this case, 

school counseling used. This varies in school systems with some systems still 

inserting school counseling and guidance lessons into the master schedule, while 

other school minimize the time required in the classrooms and with clerical work, 

allowing for more time to actually counsel with students individually or in groups. 

IV. Summary 

We are pleased with the quality of our students. We interview each of them 

individually before they are admitted into the program and want to be sure that their 

reasons for pursuing a degree and a future in school counseling coincide with our 

goals for the program.  

 

We believe that the change from Research Paper to the Counselor Preparation 

Comprehensive Examination (CPCE) will be a positive move in helping our students 

and faculty assess possible weak areas so that adjustments can be made in our 

courses. The exam will also be a very good tool in preparing students for their 

PRAXIS II and the National Certified Counselor Exam. 

 


